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DEFINITE
SIGN POSTS
OF THE END
Paul N. Smith
"Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not. Beloved,
now are we the sons of God and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we know
that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. And
every man that hath this hope purifieth himself, even as He is pure." (John 3:1-3)
"WHEN, O LORD, WILL YOU COME?" is our cry today. How much longer can
the earth survive in its present state? If we were like most of humanity, we might have
some hope that things will get better. As a nation, we seem to be able to survive all crises
so far. An oil embargo threw a scare into us as the supply of gasoline was questionable,
and we are a people who love to travel in style. Tribulation Days are coming upon the
earth, and the "black horse" will come riding on the scene, and "I heard a voice in the
midst of the four living ones say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of
barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine" (Revelation 6:6). This
black horse represents shortages and famine. The oil speaks of necessities of life and the
wine, of luxuries. After the terrible destruction which will come as a result of warfare, all
things will be in short supply.
PRAISE THE LORD! THE BRIDE OF CHRIST WILL NOT BE ON EARTH
WHEN THE TRIBULATION BEGINS. We know that this seven-year period will begin
very soon. The nations' leaders have peace on their minds, and are looking for solutions
to the world's problems. There are a few politicians seeking to become our next president,
and we can be encouraged and comforted knowing that the Lord will put in office who
He wants.
Many of us thought that we would be in heaven by now, gathered around Christ's
throne, praising Him. We may feel disappointed, but not discouraged, nor have we lost
the vision of His soon coming. God still loves us, and has not forgotten His promise. His
timing is not our timing, and we cannot tell Him what to do and when to do it. He has His
own clock, and it beats to His time. After all, He is the One who has written about His
coming. We can set out timepieces by His, and they will be accurate. God's eternal
purposes for us, for Israel, and for all mankind, will certainly come to pass. "And He that
sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make ALL THINGS NEW." (Revelation 21:5). This is
not a New Year's resolution, but a declaration of final victory.
All things were perfect and beautiful in Creation — Genesis 1. God looked upon
what He had created and saw that it was all good. Man was perfect at the beginning, but
was not holy, and because of this all things did not remain in a perfect state. Sin entered
the heart of man, and nothing has been right since then. Deception, fear, shame, jealousy,
hatred, murder - to name a few Satan originals - have become a part of human life. This
has resulted in pain, sorrow, tears, and death. None of these descriptive words will be
heard in the New Heaven and New Earth.

The incarnation of the Son of God laid the groundwork for the completion of
God's great purpose. "Jesus was delivered for our offences, and was raised for our
justification" (Romans 4:25). Christ brought forth a new creation, free of sin, a holy race
of people. The new creation was not conceived by the will of the flesh, but was born of
God, a spiritual birth. It was born of incorruptible Seed that lives and abides forever. This
new creation is joined with the Son of God in an indissoluble union. "If any man be in
Christ, he is a new creation; old things are passed away; behold, all things are become
new" (II Corinthians 5:17).
This Good News has been proclaimed ever since the death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit was sent from Heaven on the Day of Pentecost upon
all mankind, that this Message might be spread throughout the world. Everyone who has
heard the Gospel and believed has become a new creature in Christ. Not all hearers have
believed this Good News, because the devil has snatched the Seed out of their minds and
hearts. He has blinded others that they cannot even see the Gospel Light. But God is
longsuffering, "not willing that any should perish." He is lingering, giving another chance
to those who have neglected in making a decision, or reaching out to those who have not
heard the Gospel yet. This is probably why Jesus has not returned before now.
THERE IS MUCH TO BE DONE BEFORE "ALL THINGS BECOME NEW,"
BUT GOD IS A QUICK WORKER. The heavens where Satan and his forces have been
dwelling will need to be cleansed from all their defilement. The earth will need to be
cleansed from all the defilement of the wicked and unbelieving inhabitants. The heart of
the earth will be cleansed where the spirits of the wicked have been imprisoned since the
beginning of time. All of this will have been done by the end of the thousand-year reign
of Christ. He will present to His Father a new heaven and a new earth, free from all sin
and its defilement.
RENOVATION WILL BEGIN SOON. The Lord Jesus Christ will return to earth
to put an end to man's rule, which began in 606 B.C. under Nebuchadnezzar. God stepped
aside and let man prove whether he is capable of a righteous rule. During these 2500 plus
years, God reserved 490 years to "finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins,
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to
seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy" (place) - Daniel 9:24.
This reserved time began in 444 B.C. when God gave commandment to
Nehemiah "to rebuild the walls and city of Jerusalem, and ended at the stoning of
Stephen. When the leaders of Israel heard Stephen preach the Gospel, they were greatly
convicted of their sin in rejecting Jesus as Savior. Instead of repenting and accepting
Christ then, they rejected Him again by stoning Stephen. While Stephen was being
stoned, he looked into heaven and saw Jesus STANDING on the right hand of God. It
was as though Jesus was ready to return to Israel at that time, had the people received
Stephen's Message. When Israel rejected Jesus as Messiah, He sat down on the right hand
of God, where He is today, making intercession for the people of God. The nation of
Israel must now wait until after the Church is completed, before God deals with them
again.
THE CHURCH AGE IS ALMOST OVER, but the door of salvation will always
remain open. The Lord is still dealing with individuals, adding to the Church, meanwhile
working within Israel. In the overlapping period of these two great purposes, many
exciting things will be occurring. God is doing a most important work in the lives of the

overcoming saints in the Church. He has also prepared the groundwork for a new Israel
and His purposes for His earthly people. He is preparing all things for the great event of
Jesus' appearance. He will have a people equipped and ready to reign with His Son when
He takes control of world affairs.
Conditions in the Middle East seem to be quiet at this time, but we know how
important it is to keep our attention on that part of the world. The existence of Israel as it
is today is a modern miracle. Palestine of 100 years ago was a virtual wasteland, with a
small remnant of stalwart Jewish settlers, who had a dream of a new land. Today,
Jerusalem is a modern, thriving city, home to thousands of Jews, and recognized as a
nation to be dealt with. Israel has been called a "Technology Power House."
Many technological accomplishments of the world were developed in Israel. A few of
these accomplishments are: the development of the cell phone for Motorola; Microsoft
NT and XP operating systems; the Pentium 3 and 4 microprocessors; developed voice
mail; Is a leader in the field of homeland security and is involved worldwide in the areas
of border control, airport security, seaport security, and public transportation. Israel is a
world leader in fiber optics: developed a lightweight but more protective helmet that does
not give soldiers a headache. Frontline U.S. troops will reap the benefits of this advanced
Israeli technology. These are but a few of the innovations.
ISRAEL WILL BE FORCED TO GIVE UP MORE OF THEIR LAND TO KEEP
PEACE WITH PALESTINIANS. This is part of the agreement between Israel and her
Arab neighbors, and will be a part of the covenant of which Daniel speaks. The time is
right for this to happen, and that means that the rapture of the overcoming company of
the Church is much nearer. This group of saints will reign with Christ, and will be in
heaven before the Tribulation begins and all-out war and bloodshed in the Middle East,
and spreading world-wide. The Bride out of the Church will be taken to heaven, where
they will witness Christ being enthroned. The Times of Gentile world will end. Israel will
make a treaty with the nations.
ENOCH WAS TAKEN OUT OF THE WORLD BEFORE THE FLOOD CAME,
AND DID NOT EXPERIENCE THAT JUDGMENT ON THE WORLD. What made
Enoch different from others of his time? It was that he believed the Word of God. Enoch
had fellowship with the Lord and walked with Him for 300 years. God must have filled
Enoch in on what was going to happen with the flood, and also of the future day of
judgment for the world. We read in Hebrews 11:5 - "By faith Enoch was translated that
he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before
his translation he had this testimony that he pleased God."
We have a similar promise for overcomers of this end time, and it is found in
Revelation 3:10: "Because thou hast kept the Word of My patience, I also will keep thee
from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell
upon the earth." This will precede the Tribulation Period which is fast approaching. This
promise is extended to those who keep the Word of His patience; that is, who continually
look for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. He will come with a shout, with the voice of
the Archangel and the trump of God, and those who are ready and waiting, will be caught
up to be with Him.

BY FAITH WE SHALL BE TRANSLATED, EVEN AS ENOCH WAS. "He was
not, for God took him." Our home-going is not by works, nor great knowledge, but
simply by faith. Enoch did not want to be on earth when the flood came, nor did he seek a
natural death to escape that judgment. He looked up toward heaven and he saw an open
door into that glorious sphere. We don't want to be on earth when the Tribulation comes,
and God has promised deliverance from this period. Do we want to stay here and battle
with the anti-Christ? No! We want to fly away to Heaven, far from this world of troubles.
There are some people who scoff at the idea that God will take some Christians out of the
world before others. I'm sure there were scoffers of Enoch's day who scoffed at the idea
that he would be taken to heaven before he would see death. Let people ridicule our
"fantasy," we'll laugh all the way to Heaven.
********************
"Soon His coming we'll see,
Changed into His changeless glory we shall be;
We will praise Him for His grace,
When we see Him face to face,
In that city where the saints shall never die."

JUST TRUST HIM!
If we will but place our complete confidence in God to keep and direct us, He will
grant us amazing Grace - a Supernatural empowering; a deep-seated, God-granted grit to
cope and conquer - the unseen, enabling hand of our Almighty, working through the Holy
Spirit to accomplish His plan and purpose in us. No daring demon of doubt and despair
can prevail if we trust our Lord. There is no enemy so strong, no road too long, nor any
force so fierce that will tear us from the hollow of His hand. Trust Him!
There is no weapon formed against us that can prosper in His presence; there is no testing
of our faith that can exceed the limits of His love, and He promises to provide a way to
escape. He will always help the hurting one, offer hope to the hopeless one and will calm
the fears of all who rely upon Him. Just trust Him!
~ David Albrecht

SOARING
Sometimes God takes away our props that we might lean on Him, Allows temptations, so
we'll grow and triumph over sin.
Sometimes He takes away our strength for doing earthly things to rest our bodies that our
souls May soar on eagles' wings.
Let's not resent it when He says, "Come ye apart - Be still" Or chafe at disappointments
that are His sovereign will.
Oh, let's not doubt nor question, "Why?" With unexplained delays, but keep on soaring
'neath His wings with gratitude and praise!
-Alice H. Mortenson

ONLY WAITING
A. S. Copley
"The chariots shall be with flaming torches in the day of His preparation, and the fir
trees shall be terribly shaken." Nahum2:3
We may not know the duration of the days of our Lord's preparation for His
return, but those days will have an end. Full preparation will be made; a waiting time
follows the preparation. What a solemn and important period!
Noah was a long time building the ark, but he did finish it. "Thus did Noah;
according to all that God commanded him, so did he." (Genesis 6:22). We refer to his day
because our Lord did so: "As in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the
Son of Man" (Luke 17:26). Noah did not know the exact day when the flood would
come. Doubtless the great ship was completed and he was waiting, waiting, waiting.
Finally, God said to him: "For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth
forty days and nights." The last of those seven days expired and the promised rain began
to pour. Likewise, our waiting time will be over. Our Bridegroom will call us home.
Blessed hope!
There was a preparation period for the overthrow of Nineveh, during which the
Lord had to prepare His servant. At first, Jonah was disobedient and ran away from duty,
but the Lord conquered him by means of a severe chastisement. Usually, it is easier to
proclaim grace or mercy, than judgment. Nevertheless, Jonah yielded, and we hear him
preaching what God bid him, proclaiming, "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown." (3:4). But, when Jehovah made his message effective, and the city repented,
the prophet became angry. Evidently, he was not a grace preacher. He was displeased that
God did not fulfill his prophecy. If the nation, today, would heed the many warnings
given to them through God's servants, He would relent and pardon them, and the
judgment would never come. We know it will come, however, and we are only waiting
for the trumpet to summons us home before judgment begins, that we may "escape those
things that are coming upon the earth." Hallelujah for the hope while only waiting.
At the first advent of Jesus, some people were looking for redemption in Israel.
Among them was Simeon, a tried and true saint of many years, to whom it was revealed
by the Holy Spirit, "that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ."
(Luke 2:26). It was a period of the Lord's preparation. Simeon was fully prepared and
waiting. We don't read of him doing anything, but "waiting for the consolation of Israel."
Doubtless he was occupying at his usual task, for "the Holy Ghost was upon him." He
must have been proclaiming the soon advent of the Anointed One, relating the revelation
he had received. He was no doubt praying also that others might be prepared to receive
the Christ; but his chief business was to wait for the fulfillment of the
Promise - only waiting, not knowing the precise day or hour. Our chief occupation now is
to WAIT; not anxiously, but patiently; not indifferently, but rejoicing in hope - only
waiting. As surely as Simeon saw the holy Baby in His mother's arms, so shall we see
and meet Him in the air. Only waiting.

Anna, a prophetess of the tribe of Aser, 84 years old, was also looking for the
Messiah. Her faith in His advent in her time was evidently so keen, that it amounted to
knowledge and assurance. Hence, she clung to life until He should arrive. She "served
God with fastings and prayer night and day," an illustration of how we may be occupied
until He comes again. Forty-eight days after the birth of Jesus, Mary brought Him to the
temple in Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord. "Anna coming in that instant, gave
thanks unto the Lord and spoke to Him to all them that looked for redemption in
Jerusalem" (Luke 2:38). She rejoiced with exceeding great joy. She had waited a long
time, but it was not in vain. She assured her listeners that Jesus was the Promised One.
"the Consolation of Israel."
Only waiting was her chief concern and task. She had been in preparation many
years for the greatest event up to that hour. We are also waiting for the greatest of all
events, the soon-coming of our glorious Bridegroom. Only waiting. Be it remembered,
that the Promised One was in their midst nearly seven weeks before Simeon and Anna
knew about it. Of course, the time is nearer than when we first believed. Likewise, our
Lord will suddenly come and catch the Simeon’s and Anna’s away, and others will not be
aware of it, until the shouts of the first rank will reverberate in the blazing corridors on
high. Oh. to be waiting! Waiting for that glorious day.
Paul's Testimony
"For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have
fought the good fight of faith; I have finished the course; I have kept the faith." (II
Timothy 4:6-7). For thirty years or more the apostle was in preparation for his departure
to heaven. After walking in that light and seriously running rapidly and hopefully for the
Prize; after toiling arduously and suffering severely, he finally obtained the assurance that
he was fully prepared. The Judge had passed upon his case. He had done the perfect will
of God. Now, he was only waiting. Writing this epistle was his last act upon the stage. He
knew that he was going Home, though the exact day and hour were not revealed to him;
at least, he does not indicate them. They could not have been far off, for he added to
Timothy: "Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me. Do thy diligence to come before
winter." In other words. "I am only waiting to go. but I must see you before I go to be
with my Lord."
Should we expect anything less? Should we not count on a full preparation for
Christ's return, since it is "the day of the Lord's preparation"? And should we not expect
to have the Judge pass on us also, and assure us of being ready? James agrees with this,
saying, "Behold, the Judge standeth before the door." (5:9). He is surely examining His
people and assigning them to their respective classes. This is a solemn truth. Someone
has said, "The saints are finding their ranks." Paul was sure of the crown which should be
given to him by the Lord, "the righteous Judge." He had the assurance also that the crown
would be given to "all them also that love His appearing," for all will receive righteous
judgment. The Judge knows the ones who love Christ's appearing more than they love
anything else—more than any person place or prospect.
There are some saints who have such a fervent love for the Bridegroom to come,
that they are cut loose from all else. Their chief concern is to be prepared, being fully
persuaded that we are in the "day of the Lord's preparation." Their occupation is only
waiting; all other things they do are secondary. It is like the roofer, halfway up the ladder,

dropped a bunch of shingles the moment he heard the dinner bell. They are ready for
ascension at any moment; nothing to fix up, nothing to improve, no unfinished business,
no wrongs to make right; only waiting "till He come." There must be nothing that comes
between us and "the blessed hope." This is what the apostle means about marriage in I
Corinthians 7:27-35. He sums it up by saying, "But I spare you; the time is short; I would
have you without carefulness; that you may attend upon the Lord without distraction."
How marvelous are Paul's words in II Timothy 4, cited earlier. He barely admits
any time-space between his departure and Christ's coming, saying that a crown was laid
up for him. Although he knew that the executioner's block was waiting for him, he was
taken up with the fact of his Lord's return. That blessed hope took the sting out of the
manner of his death. He was only waiting. He had preached his last sermon; he had made
his final evangelistic tour; he had given his last lesson of instruction. He was writing his
final letter, and was about to have his last visit with his dear son, Timothy. He was onlywaiting, rejoicing over the Seed sown and the work wrought in the power of the Spirit,
rejoicing over a life spent in God's will and rejoicing in hope of the glory of God to be
revealed at the marriage supper of the Lamb and His eternal union with Him. Only
waiting.
The Thessalonian saints "turned to God from idols to serve the living and true
God and to wait for His Son from heaven." (I Thessalonians 1:9-10). The spirit and
motive of waiting for Jesus, tempered their service. Nothing more effectively purifies
one's daily life than the desire and hope of the coming of Jesus (I John 3:3). Their faith
was that which worked by love, and was inspired by the hope of Christ's return. Hence,
the apostle commended them for their "work of faith and labor of love and patience of
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father." Waiting for the Lord
to come was their chief occupation. It fired them to win sinners to Christ and to build up
the younger believer. It mellowed them and kept down strife.
It offset envy, criticism and bitterness. Only waiting - not drowsily, nor indifferently, not
theoretically - but wide awake, fervently. The Waiting Church
The Philadelphia assembly, the brotherly love company are the ones who are
waiting today (Revelation 3:7-12). He that is holy and true, and has the key of David has
spoken and exclaimed, "I know thy works; behold, I have set before thee and open door
and no man can shut it." This is not a door of service on earth, but heaven's door opened
for a ready company only waiting. It is not opened for everyone; hence, only a few
comparatively, are aware of it, or see that open door. Note that these words are addressed
only to a certain class, which also proves that heaven's door is meant. "Thou hast a little
strength or power," that is, to overcome all things. Thou hast strength to reign through the
abundance of Grace; therefore, "thou hast kept My Word (even the Word of My patience)
and hast not denied My Name," as many believers are now doing.
Consider this well, beloved ones. The Examiner who walks amidst the seven
golden candlesticks has already passed judgment upon this assembly, having found in it
the three sterling qualities found above: power, patience and proclamation. These have
special reference to the coming of the Lord for His Church. They are essential
qualifications for translation at the first trumpet blast. How plain and simple, and yet how
positive, profound and glorious. Because the righteous Judge, found these qualifications
in Philadelphia believers, He has set before them the open door in heaven. I say again,
this is not for every believer, for some have not these three unique qualities. Therefore,

the final word of the Holy and True One is, "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches." Note how differently the Spirit' speaks to Pergamos and to
Ephesus and Philadelphia.
Only believers who have hearing ears, can see heaven's door open now and
receive this quickening and sustaining truth. Some believers talk glibly about Jesus'
return, but their lives prove that they are not in the Philadelphia church. Then-walk denies
what they profess. The Judge cannot pronounce us "brotherly-love saints if we are not
holding the victory over our own self-life are not full of love for our fellow-saint.
Only waiting is the controlling attitude of Philadelphia believers. They are waiting
for the unique meeting in the air, the marriage supper of the Lamb, and the glorious reign
with the heavenly Bridegroom. Earth scenes, relationships, prospects, enterprises, all
things of earth have lost their charm for them. Our activities become temporary and
transitory — all in view of the soon-coming of our Bridegroom. Things that interest the
majority of Christians are extremely uninteresting to bridal saints. We know only one
Person in real fellowship even our Lord Jesus Christ, and those who are of like precious
faith. One word comforts us constantly: "Behold, I come quickly." My Bridegroom utters
those sweet words. I believe them with all my heart. Believer, do you?
Two injunctions prompt us powerfully. Jesus said, "Watch therefore; for ye know
not what hour your Lord doth come." (Matthew 24:42). "Hold that fast which thou hast
that no man take thy crown." (Revelation 3:11). While waiting, we are watching and
holding fast. This last hour of our Lord's Day of preparation is the supreme moment of
the rapture. It is our highest privilege to wait, and it should be our highest joy. While
waiting, we are learning patience. Our fellowship with Jesus increases: our love for Him
abounds. Suffering loses its sting, for the reward will be greater. We are only waiting.
The weariness of waiting is swallowed up by occupation with the Bridegroom Himself.
Will we wait in vain? NO. Will we be disappointed? NEVER. How long shall we wait?
Until He comes. We are only waiting! (Reprint)

********************

"Hush! Be ev'ry murmur dumb!
It is only "Till He come."

FATHERS
"Fathers, do not irritate and provoke your children to anger, exasperating them to
resentment, but raise them, tenderly, in the training, discipline, counsel, and admonition
of the Lord." — (Ephesians 6:4)
According to God's Word, fathers are held responsible for the training of their
children. Does this mean that no one else will have an impact on that child? - Of course
not. The mother has a major role in the training, and in some homes, gives the only
training. Many fathers have resigned that position, letting the mother, or teacher, pastor,
or another, to train their children in everything, from the "golden rule" to sex education.
Is it any wonder that TV sitcoms portray the father as a non-essential nincompoop? I
don't mean to say that training apart from the father is taking away his position of
leadership, but that he is willfully giving it up.
Michael Farris states: "Men have been looking out for 15 number ones at rates
that are truly alarming." Only 61.7% of children, as of 1996, live with their biological
father. In 1960, at a time when most of today's fathers were children, 82.4% of American
children lived with their own dad.
We, fathers can be quick to quote the verse: "Children, obey your parents in the
Lord, for this is right," (Ephesians 4:1), but how often are we the reason they are
disobedient to authority? According to Josh McDowell, "Rules without relationship equal
rebellion."
There have always been "dead-beat dads," but why are these numbers on the rise?
There are many surface issues: drugs, alcohol, gambling, affairs, etc. However, those
things have been around to some extent for hundreds of years, but the number has
increased alarmingly in the past 25 years, or so. I believe one thing that may drive these
issues is the feeling of irrelevancy on the part of the father.
According to Traci Gray, "Before the industrial revolution, fathers often worked
side by side with their sons, and instructed their children also in spiritual values. When
industrialization took over the American way of life, fathers left the farms and headed for
factories, miles away. They worked 14-16 hour days, which set the stage for the absentee
father. Eventually, fathers came to be regarded as merely breadwinners who fulfilled their
paternal duties by providing."
Feeling irrelevant may have caused some fathers to give into apathy, and they
took up a hobby, or joined a club, because they believed that their value at home was
simply financial.
Relationships can be strange experiences. When we feel that we are not needed,
we may disengage to avoid being hurt, and as we pull back, our spouse and children may
feel that we don't love them, nor want to be with them anymore, so they disengage as
well, and the family grows farther and farther apart. It is my experience that in order for
our families to have healthy relationships, we must spend time, thought, and energy with
our wives and children.
What kind of impact on the family, and on children in particular, has the exodus
of fathers from the family caused? According to the (whitehouse.gov) web site - "Experts
agree that the lack of the father in the home has a negative impact on children. Research
shows that nearly 75 percent of children in single parent homes will experience poverty

before they are 11 years old; compared with only 20 percent of children in two-parent
families. Violent criminals are overwhelmingly males who grew up without a father."
This article goes on to contrast the presence of two committed, involved parents
on the child: "better school performance, reduced substance abuse, less crime and
delinquency, fewer emotional and other behavioral problems, less risk of abuse or
neglect, and lower risk of teen suicide."
Contrary to some "enlightened" thinking, I believe that men and women are of
equal importance to the family structure. There are things a woman contributes to the
family that a man cannot, and vice versa with the man. By working together, husband and
wife complement each other; one's strength covers the weakness of the other, and the
two, as a unit, can be a positive force of stability for the children. If men will not believe
what the Bible teaches, then maybe they will believe the statistics that are documented in
other places. Children need their Dads, believe it or not. Dads, you need your children.
Edwin Cole says it best: "The fathers' noblest action is giving himself to his
children; for trust funds can never be subsidized for a fund of trust."
— Tim Smith
********************

"Father, Are You There?"
A little child lay in the dark;
The room was strange, he saw nowhere,
He was afraid; but then he called,
"Father, are you there?"
He felt a hand so strong and warm,
Close clasping his; then calm and clear
He heard his father's tender voice,
"Yes, Sonny, I am here."
Like that small child, we sometimes feel
That we are in the dark of care;
In terror of some harm, we call,
"Father, are you there?"
We reach our hand to Him, and find
A blessed answer to our fear;
His hand holds ours; we hear His voice,
"Fear not, for I am here."
So though we tremble in the dark,
In need of strength and help and cheer,
We have a tender Father's word,
"Fear not, for I am here."
— (Author unknown)

Editor's Reflections:
"Come now therefore and I will send thee unto Pharaoh that thou prayest bring
forth My people the children of Israel out of Egypt. And Moses said unto God, Who am I,
that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of
Egypt? . . . Go, and gather the elders of Israel together; and say unto them, The Lord
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me,
saying, I have surely visited you . . . And I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt
unto the land of the Canaanites . . . And Moses said, But, behold, they will not believe me,
nor hearken unto my voice; for they will say, The Lord hath not appeared unto thee. And
the Lord said unto him, what is that in thine hand? And he said a rod."(Exodus 3:10-4:2)
Moses was faced with the greatest challenge of his life as the leader of God's
people. As we know, they had been in Egyptian bondage hundreds of years, and now, the
Lord was going to deliver them out of slavery into the liberty that He had purposed for
them. He chose Moses, called the meekest man on earth, to be their leader. He had
absolutely no confidence in himself as a leader. He became tongue-tied when speaking
with such big-shots as Pharaoh. In other words, God must be making a mistake in asking
him to take on such an impossible task. The Lord appeared to him as the I AM THAT I
AM, or the All-powerful Jehovah. The Lord did not ask Moses to furnish the strength or
power to do the job. He asked him, "What is that in your hand?"
In other words, God used what Moses had to perform all the miracles necessary
for this tremendous job of parting the Red Sea, feeding a million or so people forty years
during their desert wanderings. God provided all the power. Moses needed only to be
obedient, and use what he had "in his hand." This is the same with God's people today.
He doesn't wait to use us until we are fully equipped and have more ability than another
person. He asks each one of us, "What is in your hand?" Is it a pen to write, to draw, or
teach? Is it a telephone? A pan and spoon? A shovel, a saw, a hammer? Maybe it's a
checkbook.
Each one of us has some kind of ability that God can, and will use, if we are
willing during my high school days. I had dreams of being a newspaper reporter, and
later one. to write a bestseller. The secret is to put what we have into God's hands, and let
Him use it. Another illustration is that of David, who had a sling and five stones. He
didn't plan his encounter with Goliath, but only used what was in his hand. David didn't
measure his strength with Goliath's, but rather Goliath's strength against God's.
Who would have thought that a boy's lunch of five rolls and two fish could have fed
5000! Impossible! But give that food to Jesus, and see what happens. Our limitations
magnify God's power. What did Paul have after his Damascus experience, when God
humbled him? Nothing but his mouth, and he used it to bring thousands to the Lord. Even
when he was taken out of circulation and put into prison where his mouth wasn't as
effective, he used his pen to write some wonderful letters.
So, what is that in your hand? Let God have what you possess and use it for His
glory. He may surprise you with the results.
(August, 2008)

HIS WAY
When I prayed, "Lord, send me." did I really want to go?
When I prayed, "lord, teach me," did I really want to know?
Was I playing games with God, as I knelt down to pray?
"Oh Lord, May I surrender; may I let you have your way?

If you lead over the mountain, through sunshine or the rain,
If you lead through the valley of darkness and great pain.
May I gladly follow Thee, though my cross so heavy grow,
For the knowledge of Thy will is what I want to know.
There are many stumbling in the darkness of sin's night,
Knowing not -the joy of following the presence of God's light.
My friend, if that's your story, then let Jesus have His way,
He will lighten your heavy load, and will give you peace today.
-

Wilfred C. Gleason

********************

The Usefulness of All Things
Mary M. Bodie
"Then cometh Jesus with them to a place called Gethsemane, and saith to His disciples,
Sit you here, while I go yonder and pray ... He began to be sorrowful and very heavy
(depressed), saying, My soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto death. Tarry ye here and
watch with me. And He went a little farther (He was always going a little farther), and
fell on His face, praying, 0 My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me;
nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt. - (Matthew 26:36-39)
This was a great crisis time in the life of Jesus. He overcame Satan in the
wilderness, and He overcame Himself in Gethsemane. He prayed that the cup of suffering
for the sins of humanity would pass from Him, if it were possible, but there was no other
way to redeem the fallen race. Then He said, "Not my will but Thine be done." Immortal
words! It was good for us that He prayed thus, or He might have had transit to heaven
before the Cross.
He came and found His disciples sleeping; the very best of His followers failed
Him in that crucial hour. He left them and went away and prayed the second time, and
then a third time. He came again and found them sleeping, and said, "Sleep on now and
take your rest, behold the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands
of sinners. Rise, let us be going." He was going to meet all that was coming to Him in His
Father's will. He was going to meet the betrayal, rejection and accusation of the Cross.
The will of God must be done. He went forth from the garden to meet it, calm and

unruffled, taking hold of the whole miserable business of duplicity, disloyalty and
dishonor to His holy Person, turning the tragedy of the cross into the triumph of the
crown. Marvelous victory! Glorious Overcomer! Who can doubt that He was the Son of
God, a New Man, such as had never been found before upon the earth?
"Let us be going." From that moment, He was Master of the situation. He
assumed command. Those men were not directing Him. He was the Victor, not the
Victim. He healed the ear of the servant of the high priest who had come to arrest Him;
and pronounced the doom of every kingdom founded on blood and force, saying, "They
that take the sword, shall perish by the sword." He had no words of condemnation for
those men taking Him by force; He was obeying the will of God. Except His Father's will
had led Him to Golgotha, He had never gone. "Twelve legions of angels were at His
disposal, had He called them. His silence brought terror to Pilate. He made the king
tremble. The judge was judged, as well as his kingdom, by the accused. He did not accept
the tears of the women, telling them to weep for themselves and for their children. He had
no tears for His own grief, but drops of blood for His own. He promised Paradise to the
dying thief who called upon Him; and He prayed for His murderers. At the end of His
ordeal, He cried, "It is finished," and bowing His head, He died. He was master of His
own life and master of His death. The will of God had been done in spite of the hatred of
men; yea, through their hatred, glory was brought to God and redemption to mankind.
Jesus showed us how to make all things serve us. He used every circumstance and
providence, even that of the devil, to bring good to someone else. He made heaven out of
His direst trial. He taught that "whosoever loses His life shall find it." It is as we go on in
the will of God, to a service which calls to all that is within us to serve others at our own
expense, that we are stretched to our utmost capacity. We may despair of life at times,
and it is then that God is getting the best from us. It is the violin string that is stretched
out to the right key that gives forth the sweetest music. We all need the Hand of our
Master to draw our heart-strings tighter, to get the best harmony from us. We must learn,
as Jesus taught by word and example, to accept all trouble from the Hand of God, and use
it. He realized His kinship with humanity, (having taken on Himself the nature of man),
and while as long as mankind was not free, He was not free. He gave Himself up to the
death of the cross to deliver them
Let us observe Jesus' mastery over the "all things" that were against Him. He
turned all evil into good—using the hatred, malice and venom of men to work out the
purposes of God. In His sermon on the mount, He told His disciples, "Whosoever shall
smite thee on the one cheek, turn to him the other. When men persecute thee, take it from
God and rejoice. When men compel thee to go a mile, do more, and go two miles," He
added. He did all this, and more. He gave the admonition and rules for overcoming, then
set the example of obedience. He "took His own medicine." Some folks can preach
eloquently, but do not practice their own instructions.
Jesus made use of everything; nothing defeated Him. He knew that ail things that
befell Him were of His Father's will; therefore, He yielded to them. Someone may say,
"Yes, but that was Jesus, the Son of God. Who can do as He did?" Read the record of the
early Church in the book of Acts. We can see the same victory in the lives of the early
disciples. Life and gladness permeate this portion of Scripture. Divine Power, and
dynamic, makes it a striking witness that God was on the scene. Those apostles used
everything, even as Jesus did, to serve them and enhance the Gospel with glory. Every

need, and every evil deed, brought blessing to others. Persecution was used as an
opportunity to witness. Prisons were made sanctuaries where worship and praise to God
welled forth in volume and power.
"At that time there was a great persecution of the disciples at Jerusalem." As a
result, the believers were scattered by the anger of the rebellious and wicked Jews. But,
the believers "went everywhere, preaching the Word." What can Satan do with such
people, who turn everything evil into good? Likewise, because of the persecution, Philip
went down to Samaria and preached Christ there. Many people were delivered of unclean
spirits and all manner of sickness. There was a great revival. The Word of God was
spread and the Lord was glorified when the Church was scattered. It is truly wonderful to
see the manner in which these early believers used their suffering to deliver others from
sin and sorrow.
Paul and Silas were frustrated when they attempted to go into Asia, but they were
not defeated. That blocking of their way into one continent, brought salvation to another.
Europe received the Gospel. They went to Philippi, delivered a demon-possessed girl,
and were arrested, beaten and thrown into prison. Did they bemoan their sad fate and
decide to quit preaching, saying, "There's no justice in the world, and even God does not
seem to care"? You may hear the echo of their wonderful song - "At midnight Paul and
Silas sang." In the darkest hour of night, they sang and rejoiced. They reached such a
peak of melodious praise that heaven was moved and God intervened for them. He sent
an earthquake which opened the prison doors; the jailer was converted, and the
foundation of an overcoming church was laid. Paul, who was so unjustly treated, used
that shame to bless others. Later, he wrote one of his greatest epistles to that church, and
the door of the Gospel was opened to Europe. These early stalwarts of faith did not try to
escape the sufferings, nor merely bear them stoically, but they used them.
Paul was taken before kings and rulers as a prisoner, but each time he took
advantage of the opportunity to preach the Gospel. The solders to which he was chained
were converted, and all through Caesar's household and the Roman army, the Good News
of salvation was heard. Paul used every humiliation to lift up the exalted Christ; made
everything work good and to glorify God. He also used his troublesome infirmity, called
a "messenger of Satan," a continual thorn in the flesh, continually rasping, sticking,
jabbing, and buffeting him. He used them all for his good. Three times, he requested that
this "thorn in the flesh" be removed, but God turned a deaf ear. After the third request,
the Lord told him that He would not remove the thorn, but said, "My Grace is sufficient
for you; for My strength is made perfect in (your) weakness." Paul caught the rhythm of
the glory of that proposition and shouted, "I will glory in my infirmities; for when J I am
weak then am I strong."
He saw the possibility of mounting up to a higher level in Christ, getting above
the thing that was torturing him, and arriving at greater efficiency. As Paul and the other
overcomers, let's make everything serve us. Our trials are the means to an end, allowed
by our Lord who loves us, and wants to bring us to the place He has designed for us. The
handicaps and burdens cannot defeat us. God lets nothing be wasted, not even our
sorrows and pain; but wants all things to work good. Let us count with Him, and let us
use all things to serve us for time and eternity.

"MANASSEH IS MINE"
GENE HAWKINS
"God hath spoken in His holiness; I will rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and mete out the
valley of Succoth. Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine; Ephraim also is the strength of
mine hand; Judah is My lawgiver."
(Psalm 108:7-8)
God hath spoken in His holiness," rejoices David, and that holiness expresses the
righteousness of God displayed at Calvary, thereby making the promises of His Word
effectual to us. Those glorious results are declared, in part, in the following verses, as he
further asserts: "I will divide Shechem," meaning that David can claim the "Shoulder" or
Strength of Christ for himself. He would also own the valley of Succoth or "booths"
which speak loudly of one desperately needing God's protection, because he resides in
such a flimsy house. Gilead or "heap of witness" is likewise a glorious part of this newfound treasure. It proclaims God's indisputable witness to the covenant of Divine Grace
of which we are now a part. Ephraim, likewise, belongs to the one who will claim it, and
in this case, the "fruitful one" manifests thoughts of the mind. Judah, "Praise," is next
described as a lawgiver, and means that genuine praise of God becomes the director of
life.
Manasseh, "forgetting," is the subject of this message, and unless we forget the
past, we will lose sight of what lies ahead. Paul preached this message in Philippians
3:13: "Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are
before . . ." The key word is "forgetting," not ignoring. Sometimes, certain steps must be
consciously taken to forget, and "those things" include many experiences. In this
message, we divide them into four categories. First, mistakes and failures must be
forgotten. Next, there are hurts we have sustained, as well as the hurts we have inflicted
on others.
While we might forget the negative aspects of days gone by, it is also imperative
that we do not linger too long in the glow of certain accomplishments lest we become
complacent and lose sight of what God wants to take us through in days ahead. It is sad,
sometimes, to hear the testimony of a Christian recounting days of yore as though
nothing of value has happened since.
Job failed to forget the past at one point - "Oh, that I were as in months past, as in the
days when God preserved me; when His candle shined upon my head ... As I was in the
days of my youth, when the secret of God was upon my tabernacle . . . when my children
were about me; when I washed my steps with butter, and the rock poured me out rivers of
oil." (29:2-6). Solomon says that we do not "enquire wisely" wondering why "the former
days were better than these" (Ecclesiastes 7:10). So also, we must not be held hostage by
the glowing memories of bygone days.
Forgetting either blessing or pain, is not a simple act of will, bringing instant
victory. It is more often a process. Psalm 45:10 agrees with Paul's message in Philippians
3. "Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own

people, and thy father's house." Three pertinent words show us the way to forget:
"Hearken," meaning to listen intelligently, with the implication of obedience, indicates
that we must hearken attentively to God's Word with the purpose of bowing to His
directions. "Consider" means to "discern, gaze, take heed," and shows us that heeding
God's Word cannot simply be a passing fancy, but a committed way of life, as we
literally "gaze" deeply into the mysteries of His message for us. The word "incline" is
another term, implying the use of great energy, we must "stretch, spread out. bend away,
bow down," in order to comply with God's revelations for us. It is these matchless words
of truth that will bring us to the place where we can now "forget thine own people."
In forgetting those things which are behind, often includes former associates who
would hold us in bondage to our former ways and manner of life. We must also forget (be
oblivious to) "thy father's house," that is, father Adam, or the influence the old man had
in our lives from birth. Paul also had to forget his great accomplishments as Saul of
Tarsus. when everyone looked up to him, and lauded him as he "profited in the Jews'
religion above many his equal in his own nation" (Galatians 1:14). Likewise, he had to
forget that he stood by and gave assent to the stoning of Stephen, and his horrendous
persecution of Christians, wasting the church of God (Galatians 1:13). We know this was
heavy on his mind, for he declared himself to be "the least of the apostles, what was not
fit to be called an apostle, because "I persecuted the church of God" (I Corinthians 15:9).
We wonder how long Satan tormented Paul before he learned the victory of "forgetting
those things which are behind?”
This pattern of using God's Word to forget those things behind is demonstrated in
Scripture. Israel never forgot the "blessings" of Egypt until they finally began to enjoy
the marvelous fruits of Canaan. Joseph named his firstborn. "Manasseh." because as he
said. "God hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father's house" (Genesis 41:51).
He did forget the hurts inflicted on him by his brothers, and selling him as a slave in
Potipher’s house. He had to forget those difficulties to avoid the bitterness that he could
have had.
To forget hurts of the past, it is necessary that forgive those people responsible for
them. We are plainly told to "forgive one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath
forgiven you." (Ephesians 4:32). God's way of forgiving people is: "And their sins and
iniquities will I remember no more." (Hebrews 10:17). Some people have said that in
time past I have, forgiven the hurts inflicted, but they continue to remember certain
offences. We know we have truly forgiven when we are no long held hostage to past
memories, and Joseph is also a marvelous example of that fact.
The hurts one person has inflicted on another, cannot be summarily dismissed.
David tried to "walk away" from the events concerning his sin with Bathesheba, but was
unable to do so. He cried out, "Blessed is the man unto whom the LOJAD imputeth not
iniquity." The following verses in Psalm 32 show his misery, and that he could not forget
the past until he finally came to a place of genuine repentance. "When I kept silence, my
bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. For day and night Thy hand was
heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah. I
acknowledged my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said. I will confess
my transgressions unto the LORD; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah."

Matthew 5:23-24 also instructs us that past offenses cannot simply be dismissed,
without taking responsibility for them. "Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and
there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; leave there thy gift before the
altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift."
Sometimes, we hare held hostage by things of which we may only think we are
guilty. However, guilt is guilt and must be resolved. Jacob is a clear example of this type
of guilt. Although he and his mother are viewed as being deceitful and dishonest, the loss
Esau suffered must be attributed to himself. Both Rebekah and Jacob were certainly
opportunists, but they stole nothing from him, for it is recorded that Esau "sold his
birthright for one morsel of meat" (Hebrews 12:16). It is written that Esau "despised" it
(Genesis 24:34). He counted 27 this unspeakable treasure as "vile," which is offensive to
God. The birthright and blessing are connected, and belonged to Jacob by promise, as
God said while the boys were still in the womb, "the elder shall serve the younger"
(Genesis 25:23). Whether Rebekah told this to either Isaac or Jacob is not told us, but
God's decree still remains.
Jacob knew that Esau had murder in his heart, and 20 years did not erase that
memory. Before he could fully appropriate all the blessings of his inheritance, he had to
forget "those things which are behind." He had to resolve this difficulty with Esau. Jacob
was not the scoundrel he was purported to be by many people, but he did have a character
flaw, and God used Esau to finally bring it out all to see. That flaw was self-sufficiency.
Jacob fought his own battles. He obtained his wives and cattle through his own reasoning
and "making deals." Even though it was God who had richly blessed him, he was
persuaded that his own initiative in putting up the rods (Genesis 30) was the reason that
the healthy cattle of Laban's flock became his own. Genesis 32 reveals much more of
Jacob's plotting, and it is fear of Esau that clearly shows it. He takes every precaution by
setting his family in bands and putting Rachel and Joseph hindermost for their utmost
protection. He exhausts all his resources, even making his prayer unto God, but he is still
not at rest, as he struggles with the angel, insisting that he be blessed. He does receive a
blessing as the angel said to him. "Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel; for
as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed." The interesting
thing here is that Jacob prevailed only after the angel touched the hollow of his thigh and
Jacob's hip was dislocated. It was through weakness he prevailed rather than through
strength, and such weakness continued as he "halted upon his thigh" the next morning.
Jacob goes forth to meet with Esau in meekness rather than as one fighting his
own battle. Jacob never acknowledged any wrongdoing. There is no hint of an apology,
nor had an attempt to give back what Esau had perceived been taken from him. After
reluctance on Esau's part, Jacob does give a present to him as we read, "Take, I pray thee,
my blessing that is brought to thee; because God hath dealt graciously with me, and
because I have enough. And he urged him, and he took it."
The beauty of this record is that we never read of Jacob being afraid of Esau
again. He can now "forget those things which are behind." Through this experience, he
learned a valuable lesson, and that is found in the fact of his name being changed from
Jacob to Israel. The angel declared that as a prince, he had "power with God and with
men." What a wonderful gift that was! And Jacob experienced it with Esau, not because
of his own power, but it was God who fought his battle - "for therefore I have seen Thy
face, as though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast pleased with me."

Many believers rejoice greatly in the power OF God, and well we should, but by
becoming Israel, he had power WITH God, which is even greater. It means that we do
have a special place and persuasion with Him. We have a very special audience with Him
before the Throne of Grace, and enjoy this place with many others through the ages.
Jacob also now owns Manasseh and is no longer imprisoned by the past. He, too,
can now enjoy the results of forgetting, as found in Psalm 45:11: "So shall the king
greatly desire thy beauty; for He is thy Lord; and worship thou Him." What a glorious
end awaits those Christians who forget "those things which are behind and reach forth to
those things which are before!"

SOMETIMES...
Sometimes the lions' mouths are shut;
Sometimes God bids us fight, or fly;
Sometimes He feeds us by the brook;
Sometimes the flowing stream runs dry.
Sometimes the burning flames are quenched;
Sometimes with sevenfold heat they glow;
Sometimes His hand divides the waves;
Sometimes His billows overflow.
Sometimes He turns the sword aside;
Sometimes He lets the sharp blade smite;
Sometimes our foes are at our heels;
Sometimes He hides us from their sight.
We may not choose, nor would we dare,
The path in which our feet shall tread;
Enough that He the path hath made,
And He Himself shall walk ahead.
The danger that His love allows
Is safer than our fears may know;
The peril that His care permits
Is our defense where’re we go.
* Lets pray for an appreciation of what we have rather than ask for so much more.
* So many believers are living in the realm of Romans 7, when they could be dwelling in
Ephesians 6, which leads to I Thessalonians 4.
********************

Daughters of Zelophehad
Numbers 36:1-13
Faith I. Vieta
(Continued from July issue)
The next woman is Milcah, which means "a queen," also "counsel." In Psalm 45 we read
of the queen "in gold of Ophir." How did Milcah become a queen? The answer is in
Psalm 45:10: "Hearken. 0 daughter and consider and incline thine ear; forget also thine
own people, and thy father's house." Her first act was to hearken to the Word - "she gave
heed." Then she considered what the Holy Spirit was telling her "with thought and
reflection.' This word "incline" means "the action of stretching out, or extending the heart
towards an object." Thus, we begin to have communion with Him. The most blessed
experience we can have in this world is communion with the Lord. Praise His Name!
Then Noah is named as the next daughter. One of its meanings is "moveable." It
also means "motion." We read in Colossians 1:12-13: "Giving thanks unto the Father
which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light; who hath
delivered us from the power (tyranny) of darkness, and hath translated us into the
kingdom of the Son of His love." This is what He has done for us. The Lord wants our
desires to be continuous. He desires to change us from glory to glory into His very
likeness. Noah's name also means "rest" or "comfort." Her name is the last one mentioned
in Numbers 36:11. She has come into a "rest" as she allowed the Holy Spirit to change
her. In other Scriptures where these five women are named, they are not in the same
order. In Numbers 26:33b; 27:1: also in Joshua 17:3, they are as follows: "Mahlah, Noah,
Hoglah, Milcah and Tirzah." In Numbers 36, Noah is mentioned last because the Lord
had done a spiritual work in her that these other names mean, and the result is they have
come into rest. The ones who "forget those things which are behind, and reach froth unto
the things that are before” are not in turmoil.
The Holy Spirit brought this gem of gold to my heart as we were studying this
portion - Hebrews 4:11: "Let us labor therefore to come into His rest." This work that He
does in us is a work of faith, and there is a "laboring" that goes on within us as this Word
is being worked./There is a conflict between the old and new natures. As the Lord makes
us mature in Him and conforms us to the image of His Son, then there is a rest. We come
to a place where we no longer labor, but rest in Him. We have an inheritance, and God is
not going to move that inheritance. The activities of faith are always governed by the
Word of God. These daughters married into the families of the sons of Manasseh. They
entered into marriage with the ones who were "forgetting the things that are behind and
reaching forth unto the things that are before." This is what God wants us to do also; He
does not want us to be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. Oh such a wonderful
truth!
There is another precious truth in Numbers 36:4 which the Lord kept reminding
me of: "And when the jubilee of the children of Israel shall be, then shall their inheritance
be put unto the inheritance whereunto they are received; so shall their inheritance be
taken away from the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers." If they married out of their

tribe—at the year of Jubilee, their inheritance would be taken away from the tribe of
Manasseh. Leviticus 25 teaches us of this year of Jubilee. It was the 50th year after the
seven weeks of years, or 49 years. The coming of the Lord answers to the year of Jubilee.
"The land shall not be sold forever; for the land is mine: for ye are strangers and
sojourners with Me." (Leviticus 25:23). Aren't you glad that the Lord cannot sell our
heavenly inheritance? It is His and ours also. Praise the Lord!
This land of Israel is preserved for the house of Israel forever. The nations are
trying to come to an agreement where some of the Palestinians will receive part of Israel's
land. That is NOT what God wants. God has called them a special people who are
governed by the Lord of the harvest. They are dependent upon obedience in order to
receive the abundance of the inheritance. This year of Jubilee is a constant reminder that
Jehovah is the owner of the land of Israel. He has taker possession of that land and
marked it off from all other lands to be called His own.
"Thou shalt number seven Sabbaths of years unto thee seven times seven years . .
. Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh
month, the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all your
land. And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year,| and proclaim liberty throughout all the land
unto all the inhabitants thereof; it shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye return every man
unto his possessions, and ye shall ret every man unto his family." (Leviticus 25:8-10)
They were dependent upon obedience in order to receive the abundance of their
inheritance. Jesus was obedient in shedding His blood for us, and because of that, we
have a heavenly inheritance.
At the close of the great Day of Atonement, after the High Priest had come out of
the sanctuary, the blast of the silver trumpets proclaimed liberty throughout the land as
the guilt of the people was typically put away by the blood of the| slain animals. Jesus
paid our debt at Calvary. The year of jubilee happened that fiftieth year, which was
Pentecost. The| number 50 means "Pentecost."
In Peter's second sermon after Pentecost, he said, "Repent ye therefore, and be
converted (or, turned around), that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of
refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus Christ,
which before was preached unto you.; whom the heaven must receive until the times of
restitution of all things." (Acts 3:19-21). This is not a secret. Every prophet spoke of this
time that is yet to come. The "time of restitution," refers to this great year of Jubilee,
when the children of God will be set free from everything of this old world, and will be
with Him. It is when Christ will appear to Israel, and the strangers who] will be holding
their land at this time, will be forced to give up. The entire land of Israel will belong to
the nation then. They will have to repent and turn to the Lord (Zechariah 14).
We repeat, if these five daughters of Zelophehad had I chosen to marry outside
their tribe, their inheritance would have been taken away and added to the tribe they
married into, they could have lost their inheritance; but they obeyed God. Today, some of
God's people do not obey His Word, and they can lose their inheritance also.
It is immensely important to get a firm hold of this line of Truth, with respect to
the land of Canaan. Of that land, Jehovah has said, "IT IS MINE!" Who can take it from
Him? Where is the king, or emperor, or what power, human or diabolical that can wrest
the "Pleasant Land" from Jehovah's omnipotent grasp?" True, it has been a "bone of
contention" to the nations. It has been, and will yet be, the scene of cruel war and

bloodshed. But, far above all the din of battle and amid the strife of nations, these words
fall with Divine clearness and power upon the ear of faith, "This Land is MINE!"
Jehovah can never give up that land, nor forsake those twelve tribes. Let's ponder
this truth deeply. God has not cast away His people, or the land which He swore to give
unto them for an everlasting possession. The "twelve loaves" of Leviticus 24 bear witness
to the former; and the "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25 bears witness to the latter. The memorial
of the twelve tribes of Israel is ever before the Lord, and the moment is rapidly
approaching when the trumpet of jubilee will be read upon the mountains of Palestine.
Then, in reality the captive shall cast off the chains which for ages have bound him. Then
shall the exile return to his happy home from which he has so long been banished. Then
shall every debt be cancelled, ever burden removed, and every tear wiped away.
This is going to be a wonderful day! Man will not do what he wants to do; he will
have to bow to Jehovah and obey Him. The Word says. "Behold to obey is better than
sacrifice and to hearken than the fat of rams." (I Samuel 15:22). It is easy to obey the
Lord: just listen to Him and walk with Him, which will please Him. That is all He asks of
us.
********************
Sin's Mis-take: "She took of the fruit of the tree." (Genesis 3:6)
Overcomers "Wise-take.”Joshua took the whole land." (Joshua 11:23)
Love's In-take: "Isaac took Rebekah and she became his wife." (Genesis24:67).
Victor's Up-take: "Enoch was not; for God took him." (Genesis 5:24)
********************

Thermostat or Thermometer?
Are we a thermostat, or a thermometer? When we wall into a room where people are
negative and complaining, we generally get caught up by everyone's attitude, and join in
the activity, and perhaps add more fuel to the fire. But, this should not be!
When you are a thermometer, you just take temperature, and can't or won't try
to change the general atmosphere.
You could be a thermostat and change your temperature and make a difference.
You can show a positive, uplifting and thankful attitude. It will make a huge difference
in a group situation. We are by nature a rebellious people, and often dissatisfied with
our lot. By God's help we can be a light, comfort, and make a difference wherever we
are. Let us be more than a mere thermometer. Let's be a thermostat!
- Margaret Clark
********************
* Meekness is not weakness; on the contrary. It is the sign and cause of strength. The ox
lies still while the geese are hissing. Moses was king in Israel because of his great
meekness among a provoking people.
* Guard well thy thoughts, for they are heard in heaven.
* He who is heaven-bound, must first be heaven-born.
* In God's works we see His hand; in His Word, His face.
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